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TO MISS MARY ANN SMITH1

Washington City, July 5, 1801.

MY DEAR SISTER.

Mr. Craven, a neighbour and acquaintance of ours,
departing" for Phila. to-morrow, I cannot deny my&elf
the pleasure of passing a few minutes with you, chiefly
to draw a picture, which I know will give your patriotic
heart delight, a picture of Mr. Jefferson in which he was
exhibited to the best advantage.    About 12 o'cloclr yes-
terday, the citizens of Washington and Geo. Town waited
upon the President to make their devoirs.    I accompanied
Mr. Sumpter (?).    We found about 20 persons present
in a room where sat Mr. J. surrounded by the five Chero-
kee chiefs.   After a conversation of a few minutes, he
invited his company into the usual dining room, whose
four large sideboards were covered with refreshments,
such as cakes of various kinds, w,ine, punch, &c.    Every
citizen was invited to partake, as his taste dictated, of
them, and the invitation was most cheerfully accepted,
and the consequent duties discharged with alacrity.    The
company soon increased to near a hundred, including all
the public officers and most of the respectable citizens, and
strangers of distinction.    Martial music soon announced
the approach of the marine corps of Capt. Burrows, who
in due military form saluted the President, accompanied
by the President's March played by an excellent band at-
tached to the corps.   After undergoing various military
evolutions, the company returned to the dining room, and
the band from an adjacent room played a succession of
fine patriotic airs.   All appeared to be cheerful, all happy.
Mr. Jefferson mingled promiscuously with the citizens,
1 From Mr. Smith to his sister.andwriting and
